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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 LA method for rewarding a pa/ty for complying with a medicine schedule 

2 comprising: 

3 receiving information regarding Whether at least two medicine containers were 

4 able to communicate during a pre-detWmined time period; 

5 determining a level to which fiffi&$y complied with a medicine schedule based 

6 on the information; and 

7 rewarding the party based oA the level. 



The method of claim 1 wherein the information comprises encrypted 
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A method comprising: 
receiving a signal/ and 

determining whether a first container for storing a first medicine was 
positioned so as to wirelessly communicate with a second container for storing a 
second medicine based at least in part on the signal. 

4. The method/of claim 3 wherein receiving a signal comprises receiving 
the signal from a device mat monitors at least an indicator of whether the first container 
and the second container /are positioned so as to wirelessly communicate. 



1 5. The method of claim 4 wherein the device comprises at least one of the 

2 first container and the second container. 



1 6. The method of claim 4 wherein receiving the signal from a device that 

2 monitors at least an/indicator of whether the first container and the second container are 

3 positioned so as to/wirelessly communicate comprises polling the device. 

1 7. The method of claim 3 wherein receiving a signal comprises receiving a 

2 signal from at le&st one of a representative of a pharmacy, a representative of a medical 

3 facility and a party that is to take at least one of the first and the second medicines. 
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1 8. The method of claim 3 wherein receiving a sign^fl comprises receiving a 

2 code. 

1 9. The method of claim 8 wherein the code is an/encrypted code. 

1 10. The method of claim 9 wherein determining whether a first container for 

2 storing a first medicine was positioned so as to wirelessly communicate with a second 

3 container for storing a second medicine based at least in part on the signal comprises 

4 decrypting the encrypted code. 

1 11. The method of 3 wherein determining/Whether a first container for 

2 storing a first medicine was positioned so as to wirelessly communicate with a second 

3 container for storing a second medicine based at least in part on the signal comprises 

4 determining whether the signal indicates that the/first container for storing the first 

5 medicine was positioned so as to wirelessly communicate with the second container for 

6 storing the second medicine during a pre-determined time period. 

1 12. The method of 3 further comprising determining if at least one party has 

2 complied with a schedule for taking the fir^t medicine and the second medicine based at 

3 least in part on the received signal. 

1 13. The method of claim 12 Wherein determining if at least one party has 

2 complied with a schedule for taking the first medicine and the second medicine based at 

3 least in part on the received signal comprises: 

4 receiving first information regarding a prescribed schedule for taking the 

5 first medicine and the second medicine; 

6 receiving second information regarding a schedule for taking the first 

7 medicine and the second medicine adhered to by the at least one party; 

8 comparing the firpt information to the second information; and 

9 generating at lea£t an indicator of a level to which the at least one party 
1 0 has complied with a schedule for taking the first medicine and the second medicine. 
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14. The methpdof claim 13 wherein obtaining first information regarding 
the first medicine arjdihe second medicine comprises obtaining the first information 
from at least on^bf a representative of a pharmacy, a representative of a medical 
facility and / a / representative of a manufacturer of at least one of the first and the second 
medicines. 

A method comprising: 
receiving a signal from a device that monitors whether a first container 
for storing a first medicine and a second container for storing a second medicine are 
positioned so as to communicate/ and 

determining if at least one party has complied with a schedule for taking 
the first medicine and the second medicine based at least in part on the received signal. 

16. The method of dlaim 15 wherein determining if at least one party has 
complied with a schedule for taking the first medicine and the second medicine based at 
least in part on the received signal comprises determining whether the first container 
was positioned so as to communicate with the second container based at least in part on 
the received signal. 

17. The method M cMm 15 wherein determining if at least one party has 
complied with a schedule'tor takingme first medicine and the second medicine based at 
least in part on the received signal comprises: 

receiving first information regarding the first medicine and the second 



medicine: 



second medicine from th; 

comparing ; 
generating 



based on the comparison 



receiving $econd information regarding the first medicine and the 
received signal; 

the first information to the second information; and 
at least an indicator of a level to which the at least one party 



has complied with a schedule for taking the first medicine and the second medicine 



of the first and the second information. 
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1 18. The method of claim 15 further comprising rewarding the at least one 

2 party if the at least one party has complied with the schedule. 

1 19. The method of claim 18 wherein rewarding the at least one party 

2 comprises: 

3 determining a level to which the at /east one party has complied with the 

4 schedule; and 

5 rewarding the at least one party b/ised on the level. 

1 20. The method of claim 1 8 wherei^i rewarding the party for complying with 

2 the schedule comprises: 

3 providing the at least one part^ with a list of rewards; 

4 receiving a selection of one of the listed rewards; and 

5 providing the selected reward to the at least one party. 

1 21. The method of claim 1 8 wherein rewarding the at least one party for 

2 complying with the schedule comprises providing the at least one party with a reward 

3 selected by at least one of a repr^sentauvefor^insurance company and a 

4 representative of a medical facility. 

1 22. The method of claim 18 wherein rewarding the at least one party for 

2 complying with the schedule comprises: 

3 examining a previoi/s level to which the at least one party has complied 

4 to the schedule; and 

5 providing the at le£st one party a reward based at least in part on the 

6 previous level. 

1 23. The method of c^faim 18 wherein rewarding the at least one party 

2 comprises: 

3 providing the at /least one party a first reward based on a distance 

4 between the first container and the second container; and 
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5 providing the at least^ne party a second reward based on at least one 

6 other indicator that the at least one party has complied with the schedule for taking the 

7 first medicine and the second medicine. 

1 24. The method of claakilS further comprising penalizing the at least one 

2 party if the at least one party nas motromplied with the schedule. 

1 25. The method of claim 24 wherein penalizing the at least one party 

2 comprises charging the at least lone party for at least a portion of a treatment of an 

3 illness resulting from the at leapt one party not complying with the schedule. 

1 26. An apparatus comprising: 

2 a communication device adapted to receive a signal; 

3 a processor coupled to the communication device, the processor adapted 

4 to obtain the signal via the communication device; 

5 a computer prograip, the computer program executable by the processor 

6 so as to direct the processor to: 

7 receive the signal/ and 

8 determine whether a first container for storing a first medicine was 

9 positioned so as to communicate with a second container for storing a second 
10 medicine based at least in part on the signal. 

1 27. The apparatus of claim 26 wherein the computer program further 

2 includes program code executable by the processor so as to direct the processor to 

3 determine if at least one patty has complied with a schedule for taking the first 

4 medicine and the second medicine based at least in part on the received signal. 

1 28. A systerW for rewarding at least one party for complying with a schedule 

2 for taking a first medicine and a second medicine comprising: 

3 a first container adapted to store a first medicine; 

4 a second container adapted to store a second medicine and to 

5 communicate with the first container; 

6 a compliance monitoring device adapted to: 
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7 communicate with at least the first container; 

8 determine, based on at least a communication with the first 

9 container, whether the first container is positioned so As to communicate with 

10 the second container; / 

1 1 generate data based at least in part on whether the first container 

12 is positioned so as to communicate with the second container; and 

13 output the data; and / 

14 a server adapted to: / 

15 receive the data outputyby the compliance monitoring 

16 device; and / 

17 reward at least one party based on the received 

18 data. / 

1 29. The system of claim 28 whereiivthe server is further adapted to: 

2 determine a level to which the /at least one party has complied with a 

3 schedule for taking the first medicine and the second medicine based at least in part on 

4 the data received from the compliance momtoring device; and 

5 reward the at least one party based on the level. 

1 30. A computer program product comprising: 

2 a medium readable by aycomputer, the computer readable medium 

3 having: / 

4 program code adapted to obtain information regarding whether at 

5 least two medicine containers were able to communicate during a pre- 

6 determineAtime period; 

7 program code adapted to determine a level to which the party 

8 complied with aW^dicine schedule based on the information; and 

9 prografn^Me adapted to determine a reward for the party based 
10 on the level. / 

1 31. The computer program product of claim 30 wherein the reward 

2 comprises a discount on a product. 
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[ 32. An apparatus comnHsing: 

> means for obtaining information that identifies whether a first medicine 
J container and a second medicine/container were able to communicate during a pre- 
l determined time period; and 

> means for rewarUiiig^^arty based on the information. 

[ 3 3 . A method compfrising : 

I a step for obtaining information that identifies whether a first medicine 

5 container and a second medicjne container were able to communicate during a pre- 

1- determined time period; and 

5 a step for rewarding a party based on the information. 
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